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CHAP1'ER I 
INTRODUCTION 
1. StateriBnt of the Problem end Survey of Studies in the 
Field 
II 
J: 
I' 
I 
I 
i' 
f, 
,, 
[: 
II 
i: 
i 
I 
A service problem which challenges solutio:n. -In J"anuary l933,seventy-,
1 
girls graduated from Roosevelt J"unior High School in New Bedford, 
Massachusetts. After graduation, fifteen girls withdrew. Of the sixty 
girls who went on to senior high school, twenty-six graduated on time; five 
! were retarded one seriBster. In J"anuary 1932, sixty-three girls graduated 
from junior high school. After graduation six girls withdrew. Of the 
fifty-seven girls who went on to senior high school, twenty-one girls 
i graduaWi on time; two were retarded one semester. In J"une 1931, seventy-
five girls graduated from junior high school. After graduation seventeen 
' girls withdrew. Of the fifty-eight girls Who went on to senior high school, 
six were retarded o~semester; thirty-two were graduated on time. 
From s.1ch figures one ooncludes tbat the senior high school graduates 
about 52 per cent of the girls entering from Roosevelt J"unior High School. 
I! 
In comparison with this figure, the senior high school graduates 62 per ce:at: 
I 
of the total number of pupils entering the tenth grade of senior high school : 
; from all the junior high schools of the oi ty. Figures obtained from the 
, State Department of Education show that of a group of 6,600 pupils enterillg 
the tenth grade of senior high school in the cities of Fall River, Lowell, 
- 1-
I 
• L=:---:- ---- ------,--:c-::-:c-__ -_-_-_:-=cc=-=--:--__ - ___ - -'C=- _--c_cc:c-:~=-==--=-----_:-:cc=--=--== --:--::_: -c_-: :_ - _---::-::=_-:_:-===-
Lawrence, and Worcester, about 60 per cent graduate. 
Reason for the thesis. - The prime objective of this thesis, therefore, 
lis to ascertain the factors which cause the comparatively high rate of with-
lldrawal among the senior-high-school pupils in the area served by the Roose-
velt junior High School. 
Survey of studies in the field. - The forward-looking business manager 
who finds that in one of the territories his sales are falling below the 
national sales-average uses research to discover the cause. Likewise the 
' 
!
!progressive educator considers school withdrawal a major problem and in cen-
ters where research is used to forecast and interpret the effects of major 
I 
trends in education, he has studied objectively this problem of school per-
sistence. 
In a study of retardation and elimination made in 1911, while he was 
:Director of the Division of Field Studies of the Institute of Educational 
! ]j 
:Research, George D. Strayer stated, "Elimination from school may be brough 
about by a variety of causes, the most significant of which is probably 
!:.1 
failure to get along well with school work." In 1910, Walter F. Dearborn, 
consin. In his findings he reports: "With the exception of the elimination 
of the first few years of school, the pupils who drop out are as a group ve 
early as well qualified for further study as those who remain throughout 
11/George D. Strayer, Age and Grade Census of Schools end Colleges, Department, 
jot Interior, u. s. Bureau of Education, 1911, Bulletin, No. 5. 144 pp. I 
~Walter F. Dearborn, "Qualitative Elimination from School," Elementary Schoo 
2 
I Teacher, 10:1-1!3, September, 1910. - ---- ____ _____ j ____ _ 
~- ,~ A=,,~==--=,~= ,, ,_, ., coc=cc-= ,=,=,= =,,, _ ~~- = - -- r·-----
lr 1 
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-- ___ _J 1.~--~-~ . -- ··--·-· --~~ -~· ~~ ··~·-· ~---~--~-~-··---~----~-- ~-----
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!the course of study in the high school and university." In 1916, Charles 
I 1/ 
1 Elmer Holley,- then Assistant Director of the Bureau of Educational Research 
l jfor the State of Illinois, devoted a great deal of time in studying school 
I 
!persistence as it is affected by the home conditions of high-school graduates 
The results of this study were discussed fully in the yearl /and withdrawals. 
I ~book of the National Society for the Study of Education. In this year-book 
one may read, "There is a close relationship between the advantages of a 
home, its educational, economic, and social stations, and the number of 
i 
!years of schooling which its children receive." 
' 
2/ 
In this same study the 
statement appears, "Respect for education is not among the family traditions 
under which he (the withdrawal) has been nurtured." 
No doubt one of the most exhaustive pieces of research in this field 
3/ 
!was promoted from 1905 to 1910 by .r. K. Van Denburg, This valuable study 
of pupils in the public high schools of New York City revealed the following 
jfactors as contributing to early elimination from high school: 
A late entering age, having younger brothers and sisters, 
poor school attendance, foreign-born parentage, a disbelief in 
the value of a high-school course, and an uncertainty as to the 
length of stay or a determination to leave early. 
11 Gustave A. Feingold, Director of Mental Tests in Hartford, Connecticu , 
'in 1923, contributed an article to School and Society in'which he says, "The 
largest proportion of withdrawals is made up of those who lack the sheer 
!mental ability to do regular high-school work." 
~Charles Elmer Holley, The Relationship between Persistence in School and 
1 Home Conditions. Fifteenth Yearbook, National Society for the Study of I Education, 1916. 119 pp. 
~~Charles Elmer Holley, loc. cit. 
3 
1 3/.Toseph K. Van Denburg, Causes of the Elimination of Students in Public 
:-secondary Schools of New York City. Teachers College, Columbia University 
l.· Qontribu .. tions, No, 47, New York Teachers College, Columbia Universit. 1 19121 
,
14/Gustave A. Feingold, "Intelli ence and Persistenc in Hi School Atlien::~-- ~---~~---
==-=·Jdancej" School and· Socia y, : - ,- o o er ~ • ·----·~----
1 
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Among the list of publications of the Division of Vocational Education 
of the University of California and of the State Department of Education is 
Bulletin Number 24, published in 1930, and devoted entirely to a study made 
1/ 
by Emily G. Palmer- of "Pupils Who Leave School". As a result of this study! 
of two hundred fifty high-school pupils in Oakland, California, Miss Palmer 
concludes: 
Pupils remain in school in spite of retardation, averageness, 
and low mentality; in spite of low educational status of parents; 
and in spite of poor social adjusbent with associates in school. 
Pupils who remain in school have quite generally a favorable 
attitude toward school. PUpils who leave school cannot be des-
cribed by any one set of characteristics. There is not a "type-
child" who leaves school. Elimination from school is not 
strictly confined to any one class of homes or to any one social 
or economic level of society, but, in general, a low social and 
economic level may be said to be a factor accompanying early 
elimination from school. 
Each one of these authorities has made a contribution of great value ! 
I 
I 
to this major problem - school persistence. I Dr. Strayer and Dr. Dearborn 1 
I, 
have approached the problem from the angle of intelligence and although their 
,, 
II studies are similar, Dr. Dearborn based his conclusions on the intelligence 
1
, 
i' 
quotients of those pupils who enter the second and third years of high I, 
school; Dr. Strayer based his conclusions on findings obtained by following : 
a group of pupils through the four years of high school. 
Approaching the problem from another angle, Dr. Holley has proven that ' 
the environmental more often than the inherited factors cause a child to 
discontinue his schooling. Dr. van Denburg has depreciated intelligence as 
a factor in school persistence by discussing in detail each one of the 
YEmily G. Palmer, Pupils Who Leave School, Part-time Education Series, No.1?. 
Bulletin of the Division of Vocational Education of the University of Cali-1, 
fornia, No. 24. Berkeley, California, University of California, Xanuary, 
1930. viii + 142 pp. 
- --·- ·-. ·-- -- . - ------
- ··-------------------------------------·--
' 
I 
i 5 
·t:::= 
various environmental factors which, his study has proven, affect the per-
sistence or the high-school pupils in New York City. Emily G. Palmer gives 
due consideration to both the inherited and environmental factors but in her ! 
summaries she stresses the effect of environment on sChool persistence. 
These studies are interesting. 
II 
I' In each case the conclusions have been ' 
j I 
i. 
· formulated on the basis of an objective investigation carried on with a large 
: number of pupils. These studies have suggested to the present investigator 1 
those pupil-factors, school-factors, and home-factors which may be contribu-
· tory to the comparatively high rate of withdrawal among those girls who live 
I 
in the area served by the Roosevelt junior High School, of New Bedford, 
Massachusetts. 
2. The Data 
Sources of data and method of collecting them. - Data for the study 1: 
I' I ~ 
those girls who in june 1931, gradu~: 
!i were obtained from the case histories of 
ated from Roosevelt junior High School. Seventy girls were interviewed. 
Inquiry sheets were filled out in five small group meetings, and by means 
of twenty-nine home visits. (See Appendix pp. 62 and 65, for copies or the 
inquiry sheets.) Five girls in the withdrawal group could not be reaChed-
three have moved to parts unknown, one is in Poland, and one bad died. Sup-
plementary material about each girl was obtained from the permanent record 
shee~s or the junior and senior high schools. Knowledge concerning the com-
munity was gained by visiting, over a period of ten years, the homes in 
neighborhood. 
As a guide to the study the same questions followed by Wilbur Dewey 
I: ,, 
il 
,. 
I: I! 
1: 
li 
II ~---_1)_~---- ---------------~~~~---- -------- ----~ -
---T-~~on i/~~~re used: 
l. What individual or pupil factors influence elimination 
and graduation? 
2. Are there any factors present in sChool which influence 
either graduation or elimination? 
3. What community factors tend to influence elimination? 
4. Do home and parent factors play any part in elimination? 
5. Is there a difference or a similarity in the factors 
which influence elimination and graduation? 
6. What happens to graduates and withdrawals after leaving 
school? 
Method of presenting the data. - In the attempt to solve this service 
problem, a oonsideration was given to such pupil-factors are: chronological li 
I' 
age, mental-age, nativity, intelligence, relative position anong the childreh 
of the family, and educational plans when graduated from junior high school. 
The school-factors discussed were: school marks, attitude toward sChool, 
interest and participation in school affairs, and reasons for persisting or 
', 
i 
for withdrawing. The home-factors were treated from the angle of the physi-1~ 
' ~ 
cal and of the socio-economic conditions of the home. To bring the study 
I 
up-to-date the present occupation of each girl was considered together with 
1
! 
those pupil-factors, school-factors, and home-factors which characterized 
each graduate and withdrawal. 
By comparing statistically the differences and similarities of the 
i: 
i 
I' 
i 
group of withdrawals and graduates and by drawing conclusions from the tabu- I 
! 
1 lations made, evidence was derived which revealed the presence of factors i 
I ~ I ~~ associated with the school persistence of high-school pupils and their later:' 
J life adjustment. I 
1
1 I ~ 
i/wilbur Dewey Coon, The Determination of Causes of Elimination in Maple Heigb.ts, 
:Ohio, High. School through a Comparative study of Graduates and Withdrawals. 1 
!Master's thesis, Ohio State University, 1933. i 
I 1: li 
II 
I 
I 
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CH.API'ER II 
DOMINANT FACTORS 
CHARACTERIZING EACH GRADUATE AND WITHDRAWAL 
1. Pupil Factors 
11 
i! 
II 
It 
The :scope of the chapter. - The seventy-five girls interviewed for this I! 
II 
!: 
'study were the girls in the class graduated from Roosevelt J"unior High School' 
in JUne 1931. 
!i 
II 
The girls were not selected for any reason other than the f'act 
that as high-school graduates they would have had one year since graduation 
from senior high school in which to make some sort of occupational adjust-
ment. So far as is known the factors characterizing this group are common 
to any group of girls graduating from a junior high school which is situated 
in a community largely foreign-born. To determine what pupil factors are 
associated with school persistence, these seventy-five girls were studied 
from the following standpoints: chronological age, mental-age, nativity, 
nationality, intelligence, position of the girl in the family, and educationi 
I 
i 
al plans when graduated from junior high school. I 
Chronological age. - At the time of graduation from junior high school, 
1
' 
!I 
twenty-four girls were more then sixteen years of age, the age in Massachu- I 
setts at which a girl may become entirely free from school supervision. I; 
of these girls persisted through senior high school (Table 1). 
girls withdrew, seven at the time of junior-high-school graduation, 
and five while attending senior high school (Table 2). 
- 7 -
-~- -- ---- ------------------
----·- --------------- ----- -------- . ---------------- ------ ----------- -------------
II 
li 
1: 
I! 
. I! 
, ____ [ _____ , ________ ~ -----.. ---~-~--------
-- ii~~-~-~--·---~-------------
1 
I 
I 
I 
i 
Table 1. Distribution of Chronological Ages of Senior High-School 
Graduates at Time of Graduation from ~unior High School. 
--- ~ 
I 
. I 
i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Chronological Ages 
17:6 - 17:8 - - - - -
17:3 - 17:5 -- - - -
17:0 - 17:2 - - - - -
16:9 - 16:11 
----
16:6 - 16:8 - - - - -
16:3 - 16:5 - - - - _, 
16:0 - 16:2 - - - - J 
15:9 - 15:11 i 
- - - l 
15: 6 - 15:8 - - - - _, 
15:3 - 15:5 - - - - -
15:0 - 15:2 - - - - -
14:9 - 14:11 
- - - -
14:6 - 14:8 - - - - -
14:3 - 14:5 - - - - -
14:0 - 14:2 - - - - -
Total 
Graduates 
Number Per Cent 
0 0 
2 5 
l 3 
1 3 
0 0 
2 5 
6 16 
2 5 
3 8 
4 10 
7 19 
5 13 
0 0 
4 10 
1 3 
38 100 
--··-·· ---~--··-·-· 
-· --- - '" 
' il 
8 
I, 
!: 
i 
I 
I 
I 
II 
I 
,. 
li 
I! 
·' ! 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Table 2. Distribution of Chronological Ages of Withdrawals at Time 
of Graduation from Junior High School. 
Withdrawals 
Chronological Ages Those Those 
I Entering High School Never Entering High School 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
17:6 - 17:8 - - - 0 0 1 5 
17:5 - 17:5 - - - 0 0 0 0 
17:0 - 17:2 - - - 1 5 1 5 
16:9- 16:11- -·- 0 0 2 5 
16:6 - 16:8 - - - 1 5 0 0 
16:5 - 16:5 - - - 1 5 0 0 
16:0 - 16:2 - - - 2 5 5 9 
15:9 - 15:11- - - 2 5 2 5 
15:6 - 15:8 - - - 6 16 2 5 
15:5 - 15:5 - - - 5 9 2 5 
15:0 - 15:2 - - - 4 10 2 5 
14:9 - 14:11- - - 0 0 1 5 
14:6 - 14:8 - - - 0 0 0 0 
14:5 - 14:5 - - - 0 0 0 0 
14:0 - 14:2 - - - 0 0 1 5 
Total 20 54 17 46 
The ages of fifty-one girls ranged from 14 years to 15 years and 11 months. 
Of this group twenty-six girls persisted through high school and twenty-
five withdrew. Ten of these girls withdrew at the time of junior-high-
[ school graduation, and fifteen withdrew while attending senior high school. 
I I Of the group of seventeen girls who withdrew at the time of junior-
! bigh-Dchool graduation, ten girls were under 16 years of age. For this 
group, attendance at continuation school was compulsory. 
I' 
11 II 
1! 
I 
I 
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Age-grade relationship. - The ages of these girls may be studies from 
another angle. During the years 1930 to 1933 when statistics were compiled 
J· 
'in the junior high school to determine the average age of students at the 
I -
.time of graduation, it was found that the results ranged from 15 years and 
I 
I 
; 
3 months to 15 years and 5 months. 
I 
I 
With these results as a guide, nine girls: 
i[ 
I' 
in the group being studied may be considered of average age (Table l and 2). 1 
I 
Of this group of nine, four girls graduated, three withdrew from senior high 
'school and two girls did not attempt senior high school. Of the twenty-five 
I 
I 
girls who were younger than average, seventeen graduated; four withdrew from 
1
senior high school and four withdrew at the time of graduation from junior 
high school. In other words, of a total of thirty-four girls who were of' 
i 
I 
I 
' 
[average age or younger at the time of junior-high-school graduation, 62 per ], 
I ! 
1
!cent entered end graduated from senior high school while 38 per cent wi thdrewi 
!be~ore completing their course. 0~ the group older then average age when 
1 
!graduating from junior high school, 41 per cent persisted through the senior 
I 
I 
ihigh school. 
I 
I From these facts it would appear that school persistence characterizes 
i !girls who are of average age or younger at the time of graduation from junior; 
I 
I 
!high school. 
i 
' ! Nativity of each girl. -In this study nativity will be given no con-
sideration s.ince only four girls of the group of seventy-five were born out-
United States of America - one each in Canada, England, Poland 
Norway. 
i: 
i.' 
I 
' 
Nationalities of femilies represented by the girls. - Because the school 
~attended by these girls is in a section of' the city lived in for the most 
by people of foreign extraction, eight nationalities are represented by i 
··----·-----~-----· 
----- --~-----------·----- ·----------- -- --- --------
. ·-· ---------- -------------
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------
'i 
: the group. In the order of frequency they are Portuguese, English, French, 
1
' .American, Polish, Norwegian, and Italian. 
i· 
The distribution of the school persistence of each nationality giOup 
I' 
, gives us results about the Portuguese group and about the English group which' 
; are significant (Table 3). The other nationality groups are too small to be 
i' 
i 
i 
I 
considered in this study. 
Table 3. Distribution of the School Persistence of Each Nationality 
Group. 
Total Graduates Withdrawals 
Nationalities l\Tumber Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
Portuguese - - - - 29 7 24 22 76 
English -
-- --
20 14 70 6 30 
French 
-----
7 5 71 2 29 
American 
----
6 3 50 3 50 
Polish 
------
5 2 40 3 60 
jewish - - - - - - 3 3 100 0 0 
Mixed 
------ 3 2 67 1 33 
Norwegian 
---- 1 1 100 0 0 
Italian-
----- 1 1 100 0 0 
Total 75 38 37 
From this table it is evident that the Portuguese eliminated 76 per cent 
! 
1 of their own group and graduated 24 per cent; while the English group elimin-: 
I 
ated 30 per cent and graduated 70 per cent. A similar situation is reported ! y 
in the findings of Miss Palmer. In her study of two hundred fifty Oakland 
i high-school pupils, she found that the "pupils of Portuguese extraction con-
1 tributed one of the largest percentages to the withdrawal column and that 
those pupils from the countries of Great Britain contributed one of the 
. largest percentages to the graduation group" • 
.!/Emily G. Palmer, Pupils Who .Leave School, Part-time Education Series, No.l7 
Bulletin of Dh:ision of Vocational E.duc~tion1 University1of0Calif. ornie., No.24 ;BerRe~ey, Calirornla, Universl'ty-of-CaJ.lforn a, January, ~3 .viii + l4G_ PP• _ 
' 
' 
i! 
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tl Intelligence. - As regards native ability and persistence, Wilbur Dewey 1 
1/ 
'Coon- says: 
I 
'i 
Lack of native ability seems to be a big factor in causing 
withdrawal. The intelligence quotients of the withdrawals was 
on the average 12.5 per cent lower than for the graduates. 
In another summary Mr. Coon says: 
While some withdrew with high ratings and some graduated 
with low ratings, it was found that thirteen of the withdrawals 
were lower than any graduate and nine of the graduates were 
higher than the highest withdrawals. 
Table 4. Distribution of Intelligence ~uotients 
. 
Intelligence Graduates l'l'i thdrawals 
Quotients 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
125-129 -- --- 4 10 1 2 
120-124 
-- -- -
2 5 3 8 
115-119 -- -- - 8 21 0 0 
' 110-114 - - - -- 3 8 4 10 
105-109 - - - - - 4 10 5 14 
100-104 -
----
7 19 8 22 
95- 99 - - -
--
2 5 8 22 
90- 94 -
----
5 14 3 8 
85- 89 
-- ---
3 8 5 14 
Total 38 100 37 100 
Median 107.5 101 
i! 
II 
i: 
About this group of seventy-five girls, a similar statement may be made ![ 
It 
: (Table 4). Lack of native ability seems to be a factor in causing withdraw-
I 
• ! al . 
! 1/Wilbur Dewey Coon. The Determination of Causes of Elimination in Maple 
Heights, Ohio, High School through a Comparative Study of Graduates and 
Withdrawals. Master's Thesis, Ohio State University 1933. 
,. 
,. 
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Although the distribution shows the same range of intelligence quotients i 
I ,for the withdrawals as for the graduates, the median intelligence quotient : 
I tor the withdrawals is 6.5 points lower than the median for the graduates. :i: 
j'ukewise, fourteen graduates have intelligence qv.otients lower than the medi~ 
!'for the withdrawals and ten wi thdra.wals have scores higher thEm the median fo~ 
i: i ,, ' 
l,the graduates. Yet 44 per cent of the graduates had intelligence quotients ,I 
I of 110 or better as compared with but 21 per cent of the withdrawals, and 43 1! 
1 1i 
l!per cent of the wi thdrawels had intelligence quotients of 100 per or lower :1 
: 
1
as compared with but 25 per cent of the gradua tea. 
li 
' 
'i 
I 
I 
Mental-ase. - The school considers the mental-age for the graduating 
group as 15 years to 15 years and 5 months. By using these figures as a guide, 
Table 5. Distribution of the Mental-Ages of the Entire Group of Girls 
at the Time of Graduation from junior High School. 
Senior-High-School Graduates Senior-High-and junior-Rig Mental-Ages 
School Withdrawals 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
19:0 - 19+ - - - 3 8 3 8 
19:0 - 19 --- 6 15 2 5 
17:6 - 17:11 - - 4 10 1 3 
17:0 - 17:5 
- -
3 8 1 3 
-
" I 
I, 16:6 - 16:11- 2 5 3 8 
I 16:0 - 16:5 
--
5 14 7 19 
' 15:6 - 15:11 - - 5 14 6 16 
15:0 - 15:5 
--
3 8 6 16 
14:6 - 14:11 - - 4 10 5 14 
14:0 - 14:5 
--
1 3 2 5 
13:6 - 13:11 - - 2 5 1 3 
I Total 38 100 37 100 
;it is apparent that eight girls in the withdrawal group have mental-ages 
,lower than that considered normal for the graduating class. On the other 
I 
i! 
'i 
13 
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[ hand, seven girls in the same range persisted through high school (Table 5). Ji 
II 'I 
1
! By a closer 1:1tudy of the table, the fact appears that the mental-ages of the 1 
'I ;; 
'; withdrawals are distributed over the same range as are those of the graduates'. 
1; Nevertheless, twenty-eight girls or 72 per cent of the graduates bad mental- :, 
ages above the normal for the grade while twenty-three girls or 62 per cent 
of the total number of withdrawals had mental-ages in the same range. How-
l. 
I 
ever, of the total of fifteen girls who, because ·or their mental-ages, were 
I 
1 considered not mentally ready to attempt the tenth year of high school, 54 
_per cent withdrew before senior-high-school graduation. 
From this study the conclusion may be reached that although the mental-
• ages for the graduates and the withdrawals may be distributed over the same 
1 
range, more senior-high-sohool graduates than withdrawals have, at the tim3 
t: 
I• 
' of graduation from junior high school, mental-ages above the normal for the 
' group. 
[i 
i 
.Position of the girl in the familY. - It is often felt that the position: 
I! 
!: 
' 
Table 6. Distribution of the Position of the Girl in Her Family. 
I 
. I 
Positions Graduates Withdrawals 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
Youngest - - - - 11 9 
:: 
1. 
Only Child - - -
Oldest Child - -
10 26 
9 23 II 
6 16 
2 5 
Second Child 
--
6 15 8 22 
Third Child 
--
3 8 8 22 
Fourth Child 
--
5 14 2 5 ,: 
Fifth Child 
-- 1 3 2 5 ! 
i' Sixth Child -- 1 3 1 3 
Seventh Child 
-
0 0 2 5 I 
Eighth Child -
-
1 3 0 0 :. 
No data 
----
2 5 6 16 I 
Total 38 100 37 100 ji 
------------ ---------- -
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,, 
I 
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, which the girl holds in the family is indicative of her school persi stance 
i ,, 
i(Table 6). 
I 
I 
'· or the twenty girls Who are youngest in the family, eleven gradu-
I· 
I 
a ted and nine withdrew and of the sixteen "only" children, ten graduated and r 
six withdrew. The table also shows that of the eleven 3irls who are the oldest, 
in the fanily, nine graduated and two did not. Of those girls who are among 
'the children in their families second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, 
or eighth child, seventeen girls persisted and twenty-three girls withdrew. 
rn other words of a total of twenty-seven girls who are the oldest in 
I[ 
,, 
II 
'i 
1 
.the family or are the only children in their families, nineteen graduated and ; 
I 
eight withdraw. These nineteen graduates comprise approximately 50 per cent 
of the total number of graduates. The eight withdrawals comprise about 21 
per cent of the total number of withdrawals. 
The position in the family which the girl holds is an important factor 
'in a study of school persistence. 
i 
:I 
I 
;, 
I 
Educational plans when graduated from junior high school. - When the 
seventy-five girls graduated from junior high school, six were enrolled in the 
II 
College Classical Course, eleven were in the College General Course, and 
eight girls were in the Commercial Course. 
1: 
fifty;_ 
li 
I: 
" I' 
" !i
Of the group of seventy-five graduates, seventeen girls, fifteen from the: 
I li 
.Commercial Course and two from the College General Course, decided not to at- t: 
General Course, and forty-three girls were in the Commercial Course. 
I! 
I 16 
I 
' 
'i 
2. Summary 
i' To determine what pupil-factors are associated with school persistence, 
i 
, the seventy-i'ive girls were studied in this chapter from the following stand-
1 points: chronological age, nativity, nationality, intelligence, mental-age, 
ii 
i 
'! 
I 
i 
, 'position of the girl in the family, and educational plans when graduated from 1 
ji junior high school. 
From the findings it appears that school persistence characterizes girls 
wh9 are of' average age or younger at the time of graduation from junior high 
school. Due to the fact that so few girls in the group were born outside of 
,' 
,, 
'the United States of' .America. , the nativity of' the individual cannot be oon- !' 
i 
! 
sidered in this study. 
i 
However, the family-nationalities represented reveal! 
t~e Portuguese·as having the greatest number of' withdrawals and the English 
'as having the greatest number of' graduates, a fact borne out in other studies i 
I 
of' similar nature. 
The mental-age at the time of graduation from junior high school is a 
, factor in school persistence. Girls with mental-ages above the normal for 
'the group are more likely to graduate than to withdraw. 
Then, too, the position in the family which the girl holds appears to be 
:,an influential factor in school continuance. A girl oldest in her family or :; ,, 
i 
: the only child in her family has the best chance to be a senior-high -school 
graduate. 
From such a study of' the seventy-five girls, it appears that the follow- i 
1: 
I 
1 ing factors are associated with school persistence: chronological age, familyi 
I nationality, mental-age and the position in her family which the girl holds. 
i 
i: 
): 
CHAPTER III 
FACTORS CHARACTERIZING EACH GRADUATE AND EACH WITHDRAWAL IN HER RELATION 
TO SCHOOL 
1. School Accomplishment 
I 
I 
li 
I 
i' 
:I 
:: 
i 
i! 
1: 
i' 
The scope of the chapter. - To determine what school factors are associ-, 
ated with school persistence, the seventy-five girls were studied from the 
following standpoints: junior-high- and senior-high-school marks, mental-age 
I 
: I 
and senior-high-school marks, reasons for persisting, interest and participa-i 
I I 
! ; tion in school activities, reasons for withdrawing, grades completed by the I 
I 
,withdrawals, and age at the time of withdrawing. 
I 
:! 
' 
I 
: 
Table 7. Distribution of Graduates According to Marks Received While 
in Junior High School and in Senior High School. 
Marks Senior-High-School Grad~tes 
While in Junior While in Senior 
High School High School 
90 
- 94 - - -- -- 2 1 
85 - 89 - -- --- 6 5 
80 - 84 - -
----
14 6 
75 - 79 -
-- ---
9 14 
70 
- 74 -
-- ---
5 10 
65 - 69-
--- --
2 2 
60 - 64 
--- ---
0 0 
55 - 59 
--- ---
0 0 
Total 58 58 
Median 81 77.5 
17 -
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Table 8. Distribution of Withdrawals According to Marks Received 
While in Junior High School and in Senior High School 
Withdrawals 
Marks Those Who Those Who Did Not 
Entered High School Enter High School 
While in While in While in 
•! 
I 
" I'
I• 
•I 
il 
~ ! 
~unior High School Senior High SchOol Junior High Schoo 1 
I 
90 - 94 - -
- -
2 0 0 I I' 
85 - 89 - - - - 1 2 0 1: I ~ 
80 - 84- - - - 2 4 2 •I 
75 - 79 - - - - 7 4 4 :; 
70 - 74 - 7 5 9 ! 
---
65 - 69 -
- - -
1 4 2 
60 - 64 - - - - 0 2 0 1: 
55 - 59 - - - - 0 1 0 .i 
I 
Total 20 20 17 ' 
,i 
·! 
Median 76.4 74. 75.6 'i •! 
,, 
! 
Junior-high-school marks. - In junior high school the marks for the 
withdrawals are distributed over the same range as are the marks for the 
graduates (Tables 7 and 8). Of particular interest are the twenty girls 
!i 
who withdrew during senior-high-school days (Table 8). Records show that in i 
: i; 
.• the junior high school five of these girls had marks of 80 per cent or better'. 
:1 
I In the senior high school, two of these girls received the same marks, one 
• dropped to 81, one to 77, and one to 65. Fifteen of these withdrawals from 
senior high school had marks in junior high school under 80 per cent, but 
sixteen of the senior-high-school graduates had marks in the same range 
··while enrolled in the junior high school. Figures show, however, that no 
one withdrew at junior-high-school graduation who had in junior high school 
18 
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'a mark higher than 84 per cent. 
l Senior-high-school marks. - A comparison of junior-high-school marks . ith senior-high-school marks, shows that of the twenty-two senior-high-
school graduates who had marks of 80 per cent or better while in the junior 
'
high school, eleven received marks in the same range (Table 7) • The re-
,maining eleven girls had marks, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12, or 14 points lower~ 
bne graduate with a mark of 70 per cent in junior high school received a 
brk of 80 per cent in senior high school. One of the two girls with a 88 
I 
!per cent in junior high school graduated from senior high school with a 75 
'
jper cent average. The other with a mark in junior high school of 68, by 
graduating from senior high school one term late had a mark of 68 per cent. 
Two of the seven withdrawals whose junior-high-school marks ranged from 
75 to 79 per cent, had higher marks during the time spent in senior high 
school; two girls had the same marks; three did not do so well (Table 8). 
From such a comparative study of senior and junior-high-school marks, 
'the conclusion may be drawn that senior-high-school marks as a whole are 
lower than the marks received by the graduates and withdrawals while attend-
ing junior high school. Of the girls who attained a high academic standing 
-
at junior high school, only about 50 per cent were able to retain this reco 
while in senior high school 
Mental-age and senior-high-school marks. - A comparing of the mental-age 
and the senior-high-school marks is another method of studying the marks of 
fifty-eight girls who attempted high-school work (Table 9). 
Twenty-one girls with mental-ages above the median for the graduates 
graduated from senior high school. Of this number only nine girls or 58 per 
19 
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Table 9. Distribution of Mental-Ages and Corresponding Marks 
Received by the Girls While in Senior High School. 
girls obtained marks from 75 to 95 per cent. 
I The mental-ages of ten graduates were found in the two classifications ! 
I 15 years and 6 months to 16 years and 5 months. Although eight of these i 
! girls had mental-ages below the median for the graduates, seven of them I 
I 
! have marks ranging from 79 to 89 per cent. With the exception of one girl, ! 
no one in the classifications lower than the 18-year group had a grade as 
high as 79 per cent. 
The twenty withdrawals from senior high school obtained but few marks 
because of the short period of time they spent in senior high school. How-
ever, six girls or 30 per cent of the group of twenty withdrawals obtained 
I 
20 
------·--·---
' 
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/ marks of from 80 to 86 per cent while in senior high school. Nine girls or 
I I 45 per cent of this group received marks of from 78 to 86 per cent. 
In analyzing this group of seventy-five girls,several irregular cases 
.have appeared: Cases I and II, the two graduates in the 18 years to 19 years 
classification who received marks of 75 and 76 per cent respectively; Cases I 
III, IV, V, and VI, the four graduates in the 15 years and 6 months to 16 
years and 5 months classification who made 11 honors" in high school (a mark 
of 80 per cent or better) even though all the other honor students had 
mental-ages which fall in the first two classifications; and Cases VII, VII , 
IX, X, XI, XII, and XIII, the seven graduates who although in the lowest 
classifications persisted through high school. 
Home-visits made over a period of years supplied the information that 
Cases I and II had most trying home situations. When conditions became too 
difficult, Case I was boarded in a foster-home; Case II - to help out at 
home - held during her high-school days a full-time position as mother's 
helper. 
Records show that Cases III, IV, V, and VI were given the Stanford 
Achievement Test during their stay at senior high school. This testing 
gave an index for each girl not appreciably different from the testing re-
sults obtained at junior high school. 
Cases VII and VIII with 1nental-ages in the classification 15 years and 
I 
I 
I 
6 months to 14 years and 11 months, entered junior high school from a Franc~ 
1 parochial school. Before they were placed in grade 9 B, they were given IJ 
1 the Otis Self-Administering Test. Although the results of that test showed 
I an intelligence quotient of 85 for Case VII and an intelligence quotient of 
I 
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88 for Case VIII, they each received an average mark of 75 per cent for the~[ 
senior-high-school work. 
Case IX, the girl in the 14 years to 14 years and 5 months classifica-
tion was the only Brava-Portuguese (parents from Cape Verde Islands} gradu-
ate in the whole group of girls studied. At this girl's home the English 
language was never spoken. In trying to locate her present residence, the 
investigator encountered no one in this girl's former neighborhood who coul 
act as an interpreter. No one understood enough English to be helpful. 
: This girl 1 s home conditions were very trying; yet because of her buoyancy 
I and wit she was very popular while in high school with some of the honor-
1 students of this Roosevelt group. During her four years in high school, 
her academic grades were consistently around 75 per cent. 
Cases X, XI, XII and XIII, in the classification 14 years and 6 months 
to 14 years and 11 months, personify "persistency". From the time Case X 
and Case XI were first contacted, with intelligence quotients of 85 and 92 
! respectively, they intended to "finish high school at least". Even though 
Case XII was to be retarded half a year, at 18 years of age with an intelli-
gence quotient of 95 she repeated the first semester of her senior year and 
kept to her course. Case XIII came to the junior high school from an Irish 
parochial school. Here she had been accelerated one year. Normally placed 
with her 105 intelligence quotient, no doubt, she would have done better 
school work. 
Reasons for persisting. - In one way or another "self-improvement" was 
expressed as the reason for remaining in school by all of the thirty-eight 
Each believed that high-school work would help her; each had ,, 
-- -~··-~~ -······~-~c.~~~. ~-~•· L=•c~c 
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Table 10. Distribution of Reasons Given for Persisting. 
Statements Made Senior-High-School Graduates 
Number Per Cent 
Intended to graduate 
from high school 
----
15 40 
Hoped to go to college- - 15 54 
Expected to teach - - - - 4 10 
Intended to be a nurse- - 5 8 
No jobs - might as well 
stay on - - - - - - - - - 2 5 
Likes School - - - - - - 1 5 
Total 58 100 
Interest and participation in school activities. - The statistics for 
this table were obtained partly from the dass-book published by a committee 
of high-school seniors and partly from the inquiry sheets filled out by the 
girls. The distribution shows how very active in school affairs the gradu-
ates were; the withdrawals who left while attending high school had less 
opportunity to achieve prominence (Table 11). 
However, these figures for the purpose of comparison are of no value. 
Grades completed by the withdrawals. - Of the six girls who chose the 
I College Classical Course while in junior high school, two withdrew to enter :; 
j another school at the end of the second year of the senior high school. The 
~other f9ur girls graduated from senior high school on time. Of the eleven 
girls· who chose the Coliege General Course, two girls.did not enter senior 
______ ._. --.. ------------
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1 
high school. One moved away during the third year of high school. The 
other eight graduated - five on time and three one term late. Of the fifty-
eight girls who in junior high school chose the Commercial Course, twenty-
three graduated on time, three were retarded one term, and thirty-two of 
tlus number withdrew; fifteen withdrew after junior-high-school graduation, 
thirteen during the first semester of senior high school, two at the end of 
the second year, and two during the third year of senior high school. 
Table 11. Distribution of Places of Prominence Held by the 
Girls While in School. 
' 
Number of senior-higl: f- Graduates Withdrawals 
school interests 
~umber Per Cent Number Per Cent 
12--
-----
1 5 
11--
-----
0 0 
10 
-- -----
2 5 
9 - - ----- 5 8 
8 - - ----- 1 5 
7 - - ----- 2 5 
6 
-------
5 15 
5 - - - - - - - 2 5 
4 - - - - - - - 5 8 3------- 4 10 5 a 
2 -· - ---··- --- 5 8 1 2 
1--
-----
5 8 9 25 
0 
-- -----
9 24 24 65 
Total 58 100 57 100 
If consideration is given to the seventeen girls who did not attempt 
senior high school, the thirteen who withdrew during the first semester of 
the second year, and the four who withdrew at the end of the second year, 
. . _ Ij _ . .... _ _ _ _ ___ _ ~-- ... --· ... .. . _ _____ _ .. _ _ -~ _ ___ _ _ ___ _ 
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lone concludes that forty-five per cent of the girls who graduated from junio 
) high school in June 1931, withdrew before beginning their third year of 
! 
. senior high school. 
Reasons given for withdrawing. - A close check on the reasons given for; 
withdrawing leads one to believe that when leaving most girls make true 
statements. Four girls moved from the city, one was married, and one girl 
died (Table 12). Two girls were ill for a long time after leaving. Each 
of the two girls who left because she was "needed at home" stayed at home 
Juntil the next yoUnger sister could take the home responsibility. Seven 
girls attended other schools. Of this number four girls entered immediately; 
after withdrawing from senior high school; each of the other three girls 
took a short course in a commercial school. The six girls who "left to go 
to work" were actually on jobs during the first month after withdrawing; 
three of them have worked every day since. 
Table 12. Distribution of Reasmns Given for Withdrawing. 
· Statements Made 
Did not like school -
To got to another 
school - - - - - - - -
For financial reasons 
To go to work - - - -
Moved away - - - -
Needed at home - - - -
Not well - - - - - - -
Married - - - - - - - ' 
Died - ---- ----
Total 
Withdrawals 
Nwnber 
7 
7 
7 
6 
4 
2 
2 
1 
1 
37 
. -- ·-"---·~- -
-----··------·---·----------·---
Per Cent 
19 
19 
19 
16 
11 
5 
5 
3 
5 
100 
25 
--~-----
- -·-----~ --· 
I 
I 
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!that althoug~ the families of these girls were in straitened circumstances, 
', only two girls faced any urgent need. In fact, five of the girls who per-
lsisted through high school encountered financial difficulties equally as 
agement, 
I 
while four had succeeded in passing in all the subjects of their 
/course. 
I Table 15. Distribution of Ages of_ Pupils at Time of Withdrawal. 
Withdrawals 
Ages.at Time of 
Withdrawal Those Who Those Who Did Not Entered High School Enter Hi_gh School 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
17:6 - 17:8 - - 2 5 1 5 
17:5 - 17:5 - - 0 0 0 0 
17:0 - 17:2 - - l 5 1 5 
16:9 - l6:.ll- - 1 5 2 5 
16:6 - 16:8 - - 5 8 0 0 
16:5 --16:5-- 7 20 0 0 
16:0 - 16:2 - - 4 10 5 8 
15:9 - 15:11- - 0 0 2 5 
15:6 - 15:8 - - 1 5 2 5 
15:5 - 15:5 - - 1 5 2 5 
15:0 - 15:2 - - . 0 0 2 5 
14:9 - 14:1.1- - 0 0 1 5 
14:6 - 14:8 - - 0 0 0 0 
14:5 - 14:5 - - ·o 0 0 0 
14:0 - 14:2 - - 0 0 1 5 
Total 20 55 17 45 
Median 116 years and 5 months 15 years and 10 months 
--~----· ---- -·--· ··-- ---------·-· 
. -~---------- ----- --------- --
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Age at the time of withdrawing. - Of the group of seventeen girls who 
!after junior-high-school graduation did not attempt senior high school, seve 
girls were from the 16 years to 17 years and 8 months group, the age when 
school withdrawal is permitted (Table 15). The other ten girls were under 
16 years of age; for this group attendance at continuation school was com-
pulsory. 
Of the group of twenty withdrawals who attempted senior high school, 
two girls withdrew before reaching their sixteenth birthday; eighteen girls 
were more than sixteen years of age. 
Of the total of thirty-seven withdrawals, twelve girls or 52 per cent 
withdrew before their sixteenth birthday; twenty-five girls or 68 per cent 
left after their sixteenth birthday. 
From such a study it appears that many girls under sixteen years of 
age withdraw from. school at the time of junior-high-school graduation. If 
Ia girl attempts senior high school, she usually persists until her sixteen-
lth birthday. Therefore, most of the withdrawing occurs around the sixteen-
! th birthday, either at the time of graduation from junior high school or 
/during the first semester of senior high school. 
2. Summary 
To determine what school factorB are associated with school persistence 
the seventy-five girls were studied from the following standpoints: junior-
. high- and senior-high-school marks, me.ntal-age and senior-high-school marks, 
I statements made b,y graduates as their reasons for continuing school, state-
ments made by withdrawals as their reasons for leaving school, grades com-
1' plated by the withdrawals, and age at the time of withdrawing. 
27 
I 
/ 28 
From this study it is evident that senior-high-school marks as a whole 
are lower than the marks received b.r both graduates and withdrawals while 
attending junior high school. School marks affect both interest and purpose 
and may determine the degree of persistency in school continuance. 
Results show that school progress fulfills the expectancy of the mental-
age prediction. 
The desire for self-improvement becomes a factor in school persistence. 
School withdrawal results because of a feeling of financial need or of a 
dislike for school. Most of the withdrawing occurs around the sixteenth 
birthday, either at the time of graduation from junior high school or during 
the first semester of senior high school. 
From a study of the school accomplishment of the seventy-five girls, on~ 
may conclude that the following factors are associated with school persis-
tence: junior-high- and senior-high-school marks, mental-age, desire for 
self-improvement, school indifference because of a feeling of financial need 
or of a dislike for school, and chronological age. 
li 
CHAPTER IV 
FACTORS CHARACTERIZING THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT OF EACH 
WITHDRAWAL AND OF EACH GRADUATE 
1. The Socio-Economic Environment 
The scope of the chapter. - That one may discover what factors in the 
home-situation are associated with school persistence or school withdrawal, 
the seventy-five girls were studied from the following standpoints: street 
address, father's occupation, birthplace of the parent, language spoken in 
the home, number of children in the family, education received qy older 
brothers and sisters, and attitude of the parent toward withdrawing. 
Much of the information in this chapter was secured by visiting, over 
a period of ten years, the homes in the community served by the school and 
i 
I by interviewing occasionally girls enrolled in the junior high school. 
The school district. - In this study the district from which the pupils 
of Roosevelt Junior High School come has been divided into six sections 
according to the following classifications: 
A - This district is strictly residential with many cottages. No 
case of delinquency nor of unemployment has been reported (Fig-
ure 2). 
B - This section contains many large residences which have been made 
over into two-family houses, and although these houses are as old 
as those in section "F", they are in better condition. There are 
many single-story houses in this section, but few three-story 
houses in this section. In this region there is no delinquency 
and but little unemployment. 
- 29 -
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C - In this part of the city are well-built and well-spaced three-sto 
houses. All have been built within the last thirty years. Each 
four, five or six-room apartment is equipped with modern plumbing 
and each family, .. jlas its own small piazza. In section "0" the spot 
map locates 4 per cent of the cases of delinquency found in the 
area served by the.school, and more unemployment than in sections 
"A" or "B" (Figure 2). 
II II 
I 
D - In this region the many large three-story houses are like those in 
·section "C", but the section includes also two groups of houses 
which were originally owned· by factories. One grou.p of six ten-
ement houses is in poor condition; the 50 cottages ~n the other 
group are in fair condition. These houses are now individually 
owned and house the foreign-born of one nationality. Thirty-three 
per cent of the cases of delinquency are in section "D11 ; there is 
quite a little unemployment. 
E - T·he houses in this section -·mostly three-story ones - were built 
· from 40 to 45 years ago. Originally they were not plumbed as con-
veniently as were the houses in, sections "C" and 11D11 • Section 
"E" according to the spot map, houses 21 per cent of the delinquents 
found in the school area. Many unemployed minors live in this sec- j 
tion. 
F - The wharf section has many large hundred-year-old houses. Origi-
nally these houses were built for the wealthy people. To-day each 
is an apology for a home. Within this area, termed "the wharf", 
are ~wo large groups of sixty-year-old tenement houses. This dis-
trict is characterized by_the largest number of delinquents and by 
the greatest amount of unempl~yment. 
Table 14. Distribution of Street Addresses. 
' 
Sections Graduates Withdrawals 
Number Per Ce_nt Number Per Cen:t_ 
A - - - - - - - 2 5 2 5 
B - - - - - - - 6 16 5 8 
c - - - - - -- 15 54 6 16 
D - - - - - - - 2 5 8 21 
E - - - - - -- 11 50 11 50 F------- 4 10 7 20 
Total 58 100 57 100 
50 
... - .. - - . ., [ 
Street address. - For the convenience of comparison, the street address 
of each withdrawal and of each high-school graduate in the group of seventyJI 
five girls being studied has been located in one of these sections (Figure 1 
!and Table 14) • . 
From the distribution made, one notes that seventeen girls or 45 per 
·cent of the total number of graduates live in sections "D", "E", and "F" -
rhose sections characterized ~ the greatest amount of unemployment (Fig-
, re 2) • Twenty-six or 71 per cent of the total withdrawals come from those 
I sections. 
I On the inquiry sheets the graduates living in these three sections re-
~orted on the education of twenty-one older brothers and sisters as follows: 
! 
;j 
I 
1rhree left before graduating from grade 8 A; five persisted through grade 8 ~~ 
rne left while in junior high school; eight attended high school; and four 
~aduated from high school. The withdrawals in these sections reported on 
' i 
rhe education of fort,y older brothers and sisters as follows: eighteen left 
before graduating from grade 8 A; twelve persisted through grade 8 A; ten 
lttended high school; but none graduated from senior high school. 
I Of the combined total of sixty-one older brothers and sisters related 
I 
\to the fort,y-three girls living in these poorer sections, thirteen or 61 per 
icent of the brothers and sisters related to the graduates continued their 
lducation beyond grade 8 A; ten or 25 per cent related to the withdrawals 
'continued beyond 8 A. 
l Of one hundred sixty-five girls of the seventh, eighth, and ninth grades _ thdrawing from Roosevelt Junior High School during a two-year period, 80 
51 
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j Data derived from the inquir,y sheets show that of the older brothers 
I and sisters belonging ~o the total number of thirty-eight graduates, 89 per 
cent persisted beyond grade 8 A. Of the older brothers and sisters related 
to the total number of thirty-seven withdrawals, 51 per cent persisted be-
yond 8 A. 
I From such findings the conclusion is drawn that a1 though sections "D", 
I "E", and 11F" are characterized by a high withdrawal rate, the greater the 
I amount of education received b.1 the older members of the family, the better 
I the chance for the younger members to persist. 
I Occupation of father. - The occupations of the fathers are so equally 
, distributed over the nine major lines of work as they are classified by i I y : 
Allen that the "occupation of the father'1 cannot be considered an impor1 
ant factor in this study of school persistence. A study made of the inqui~ 
I 
Table 15. Distribution of the Occupations of Fathers. 1 
Occupations Graduates Withdrawals 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cen_it 
Unskilled - - - - - 15 40 15 56 
Skilled - - - - - - 10 25 7 20 
Trade - - - - - - - 5 8 6 17 
Miscellaneous - - - 5 8 2 5 
Personal Service- - 2 5 2 5 
Transportation- - - 5 8 1 2 
Professional- ~ - - 1 5 2 5 
Public Service- - - 1 5 2 5 
Clerical- - - - - - 0 0 2 5 
Total 58 100 57 100 
I 
II 
Harvaxil Univer- II 
52 
11
1
1/ Frederick J. Allen, A Guide to the Study of Occupations, 
sity Press, Cambridge, 1925. XV+ 197 PP• 
I I -
II I 
I 
I 
! 
I 
!blanks to determine whether or not the father's income was supplemented by 
1\he mother's showed that the mothers of five graduates and of ten withdraw-
11 
I 
als were at work (Table 15). 
j Birthplaces of the parents of the girls. - If in one group are included l:u the parents who may be classed as Portuguese (parents born in Portugal, 
l;in the Azores, and in the Cape Verde Islands) the total is fifty parents 
I 
l (Table 16) • Of this number thirty-eight parents favored school withdrawal 
1iand twelve favored persistence. Of the total number of parents who favored 
I, 
J;school withdrawal, about 50 per cent are from this Portuguese group. Thus 
II 
I 
I I' Table 16. Distribution of the Birthplaces of Parents. i: 
I 
I. 
i:, 
Countries Parents of Graduates Parents of Withdrawals 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
United States - - - - 26 54 18 24 
Azores - -
-----
8 10 52 44 
England 
- --- - -
15 20 8 11 
Poland - -
----
4 5 6 8 
Canada - - - - - - . 5 6 2 5 
Portugal -
-- --
2 5 4 5 
Ireland 
--- --
4 5 1 1 
Cape Verde Islands 2 5 2 5 
Lithuania 
-----
4 5 0 0 
Norway - - - - - - 2 5 0 0 
Italy 
-------
2 5 0 0 
Russia ~ - - -
--
2 5 0 0 
Greece - - - - - - . 0 0 1 1 
Total 76 100 74 100 
the conclusion may be drawn that the Portuguese groups are responsible for 
i 
ithe relatively high withdrawal rate in the area served by the Roosevelt 
i 
!Junior High School. 
i 
·- '"" --·----··--. 
- --- - -·-
55 
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II 
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i/ 
Of the twenty-eight parents born either in England or in Ireland, nineJ/ 
rl 
are parents of graduates; nine are parents of withdrawals. From these! 
ii ,, it is apparent that people born in the British Isles favor school 
persistence, a fact borne out in other studies made. l\ 'I 
!1 
II 
The group of parents born in the United States cannot be used for com- !! 
i parison because in this group, according to the inquiry sheets, of forty-
;
1 
four parents presumably born to speak English, sixteen are living in homes 
!J 
'I !i 
II 
II 
II 
r: 
where a foreign language is spoken. Six are parents of graduates; ten are II 
ii 
parents of withdrawals. 
Table 17. Distribution of the Languages Spoken in the Homes. 
Languages Graduates Withdrawals 
Number Per Cent Number _fer __Qent 
Portuguese- - - - - 6 16 22 60 
English - -- -- - 21 55 9 24 
French - - --. --- 4 10 5 8 
Polish - -
--- -- 2 5 5 8 
Jewish- -
-- ---
3 8 0 0 
il 
I 
I 
Norwegian - -
----
1 
Italian - -
-----
1 
Total 58 
5 0 
5 0 
100 57 
0 
0 
100 
I! 
II 
I! (! 
I 
I 
Language spoken in the home. - In a study of school persistence a con- I/ 
I 
sideration should be given to the languagmspoken in the homes of the girls [ 
I 
(Table 17). Only seventeen of the graduates come from homes where a foreigri 
! 
language is spoken, but twenty-eight of the withdrawals come from homes 
similar in this respect. Of the twenty-eight girls coming from homes where ' 
I 
'i Portuguese is spoken, six persisted and twenty-two withdrew - ratio of 20 
d ![ 
:, il I 
I jl 1: 
! I' ,, I 
,, i 55 !l (f 
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11 I 
i!per cent persistence to 80 per cent withdrawal • In fact if from the table fi 
,:are excluded those numbers which represent girls from Portuguese-speaking il 
'I 'I 
/ihomes, one has thirty-two graduates and fifteen withdrawals - a ratio betweerll 
!(graduates and withdrawals of 70 to 50 per cent in favor of graduates. The 1/ 
li II 
jJgrand total is 51 per cent for graduates and 49 per cent for withdrawals. i: 
·: 'I 
)! In other words the speaking of a foreign language in a home is associ- il 
I' :1 
(,ated to some extent with the school persistence of the children in the home, :: 
·!!but in those homes where Portuguese is spoken, language or some factor ,: 
I 
il 
:o 
1: associated with "language" appears to be of tremendous significance. 
:i 11 
!! Number of children in the fa.mily. - Mr. Coon concluded after his 
: study in Ohio that "children of large families have less chance to finish 
i' 
::school than children in small fami1ies. 11 
I' 
'r li 
I 
Table 18. Distribution of the Number of Children in the Family. 
Children Graduates Withdrawals 
in the family 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
1 - - -- - - 10 25 6 16 
2 - --- - - 7 19• 4 10 
3- - -- - - 5 15 4 10 
4-- --':- - - 9 24 5 14 
5 - - -- - - 2 5 6 16 
6 
-- -- - -
1 5 2 6 
7 -- - - - - 0 0 1 5 
8 - - - - - - 1 5 5 9 
9 - - - - - - 0 0 0 0 
10 - --- - - 1 5 0 0 
No data 
- - - 2 5 6 16 
Total 58 100 57 100 
The families of the graduates in the group being studied represent 
1/Wilbur Dewey Coon..t The Determination of Causes of Elimination in MaRla 
!leights,Ohio,High ;;;cfiool. Master'_s Thes:Ls,Ohio State University, 1955. 
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I\ ninety-nine children; those of the withdrawals represent ore hundred 
II 
II II 
seventy- 1 \ 
I' 
:I 
li -
1/ three children - 2.6 children per graduate and 4.7 children per vdthdrawal 
'II (Table 18). Thirty-one graduates come from families which have four or 
i fewer than four children,· nineteen withdrawals come from families of this 
ll 
II 
1\ 
II 
ti 
ii size. 
I' 
Five girls in the graduating group come from families with more than ! 
li 
I: four children; twelve of the withdrawals come from families of this size. 
)
1
' This study made in New Bedford of seventy-five girls who in June 1951 
I 
,, graduated from junior high school has disclosed findings which are similar 
· tq those upon which Mr. Coon based his conclusion: "Children of large 
I 
,, 
i! 
I 
i' [I 
i: 
· families have less chance to finish school than children in small families. 11 :: 
'! 
li 
However valuable these data may be, the "distribution of education re-1 1 :: 
· ceived by the older brothers and sisters" is of more significance(Table 19). 'I 
Table 19. Distribution of Amounts of Education Received by the 
Older Brothers and Sisters of These Girls. 
Amounts of Older Brothers and Older ~rothers and 
Schooling Sisters of Graduates Sisters-~f Withdrawals 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
Graduated from Senior 
High School - - - - - - - 17 45 2 5 
Left while in Senior 
High School - - - - - - - 8 21 11 20 
Graduate from Business 
School - - - - - - - - - - 5 8 5 8 
Graduated from Junior 
High School - - - - - - - 6 16 0 0 
Graduated from 8 A - - - - 0 0 17 50 
Left while in the grades 4 10 22 59 
Total 58 100 57 100 
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Education received by the older brothers and sisters of the girls. -
!;or the older brothers and sisters belonging to the graduates, thirty-four 
I 
I 
ir or 90 per cent persisted beyond grade 8 A and of those belonging to the 
, withdrawals eighteen or 31 per cent persisted beyond grade 8 A {Table 19). 
Of the total group of forty-three brothers and sisters who had less 
,! 
. than a junior-high-school education, four or about 9 per cent of this group 
1' ii 
1: 
, were related to the graduates and thirty-nine or 91 per cent were from the I, 
i. families belonging to the withdrawals. 
Such findings indicate in an infallible manner the attitude of the home! 
! 
[ toward education. Therefore, one may conclude that the home atmosphere for 
I 
,' graduates is decidedly more favorable to school continuance than for school 
II 
: withdrawal. 
Table 20. Distribution of Statements of Parents toward Withdrawal. 
: 
·I 
'I 
I, ,, 
li 
/I I 
I 
I 
il 
. _!: .. 
•: 
!: 
Statements made by Parents 
Wanted girl to finish senior high school - - -
Willing to let the girl do as she pleases 
--
Wanted girl to finish junior high school - - -
Wanted girl to go to a preparatory school - -
Willing to allow girl to stay in school until 
she is needed at home - - -
-- ----- - - -
No data-
- - - - - - - - - - -- ---- ---
Total 
Withdrawals 
N.lllllber. P_e_r C_ent 
15 40 
8 22 
5 15 
5 8 
2 6 
4 11 
38 100 
I 
i 
,I 
il 
.I 
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:I 
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II 
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II 
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Attitude of parent toward withdrawing. - On the inquiry sheets twenty-
six girls or 70 per cent of the withdrawals stated that their parents favore 
school continuance (Table 20). However, the fact that these girls withdrew 
makes one regard as of little importance any statement made by the girls 
concerning the attitude of the parents toward school persistence. 
2. Summary 
That one may discover what factors in the home environment are associ-
ated with school persistence or withdrawal, the seventy-five girls were 
studied from the following standpoints: street address, father's occupation, 
birthplace of the parent, language spoken in the home, number of children 
in the family, education received by older brothers and sisters, and atti-
• 
tude of the parent toward withdrawing. 
From the findings it appears that a certain proportion of the graduates 
come from those districts which are characterized by a high withdrawal rate. 
However, the greater the amount of education received by the older members 
of the family, the better the chance for the younger members to persist. 
Likewise, children of large families have less chance to finish school than 
do children in small families. In other words, the home atmosphere for 
' graduates is decidedly more favorable to school continuance than for school 
withdrawal. 
The speaking of a foreign language in the home is associated to some 
extent with the school persistence of the children in the home, but in those 
homes where Portuguese is spoken, language or some factor associated with 
"language" appears to be of tremendous significance. Of the races repre-
sented, the Portuguese favored school withdrawal 'Uore than any other group. II 
-- ··- --·-·---
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1 Thus a conclusion may be drawn that the Portuguese people are largely re-
i. sponsible for the high withdrawal rate in the area served by the school. 
r: 
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CHAP!'ER V 
PRESENT LOCATION OF GIRLS 
l. Occupational Adjustment 
The scope of the chapter. - The data in this chapter presents a de-
tailed discussion of the present occupations of the seventy-five girls who 
in ~une, 1931 graduated from the Roosevelt ~unior High School. To deter.mine 
what factors are associated with job placement, the seventy-five girls were 
studied from the following standpoints: employment at the time of graduation 
or at the time of withdrawing, intelligence, junior-high- and senior-high-
school marks, language spoken in the home, and father's ocaupation. 
I 
Occupations engaged in by girls at the present time. - Both groups -
ljtwenty-five graduates and twenty-two withdrawals - are located as workers in II 
I• lthe same six lines of employment: textile mill operative, at school, at 
jhome, Emergency Relief Worker (graduates as club leaders, withdrawals as 
Jlpower-machine operators), saleslady, and power-machine worker {Table 21). 
'I )The graduate-group alone includes those girls employed as: office worker -
I ieleven girls; doctor's assistant- one girl; and telephone operator- one 
!girl. The withdrawal-group alone includes those girls employed as: house-
lwife - five girls; mother's helper- three girls; paper-factory worker -
I 
one girl; and clerk in a grocery store - one girl. Apparently more with-
drawals are employed in industry, while the graduates find employment in 
mercantile pursuits. Only withdrawals are employed at housework. 
- 40 -
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Table 21. Distribution of Present Occupations of Girls. 
Senior High School Senior and junior High School 
Occupations Graduates Withdrawals 
Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
Mill operative - - - - - 3 8 10 27 
10ffice worker - - - - - 11 29 0 0 
At school - - - - - - - 5 13 3 8 
At home - - - -
- - - - -
8 21 5 13 
E.R.A. worker - - - - - 4 10 2 6 
Housewife - - - - - - - - 0 0 5 13 
Mother's helper - - - - - 0 0 3 8 
Saleslady - - - -
- - -
4 10 1 3 
Power machine worker- - . 1 3 1 3 
Doctor's assistant- -
- -
1 3 0 0 
Paper factory worker- - 0 0 1 3 
Telephone operator- - - 1 3 0 0 
Jclerk in a grocery store- 0 0 1 3 
INo data - - - - - - - --- 0 0 5 13 
Total 38 100 37 100 
Occupations engaged in by graduates immediately following graduation in 
)comparison with present employment. - After graduation from the senior high 
school. seventeen girls remained at home; nine have since found steady em-
ployment; four girls now listed as "at home" have had work of a temporary 
nature and four girls have not as yet been able to find employment (Table 
22). 
The eleven girls now in office work together with the girl now working 
l
ias a doctor's assistant have been the most fortunate. From these girls the 
info~ation was gathered that before four months had elapsed after senior-
I 
I 
!< !I 
i 
I 
I 
high-school graduation. each girl was located in her present office position . 
I 11 
A reference to senior-high-school records reveals that eight of these girls 
were honor students. The other three honor students are located as follows: 
II 
ll 
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Table 22. Distribution of Occupations of Graduates. 
Occupations 
At home - - - - - - - -
Mill operative- - - - -
Saleslady - - - - - - -
Relief worker - - - - -
Telephone operator- - -
Office worker - - - - -
At school - - - - -
Saleslady - - - - - - -
Relief worker - - - - -
Nursemaid - - - - - - -
Relief worker - - - - -
Doctor's assistant-
Graduates Following Each Occupation 
Immediately 
After Graduation 
17 
ll 
5 
2 
l 
l 
At the Present 
Time 
8 
3 
3 
2 
l 
ll 
5 
l 
l 
l 
l 
j Power-machine operator- l 1 
I ~~ ~ M 
!textile mill worker, Emergency Relief Worker, and at school. Among the 
other nine graduates there have been two changes in positions; one girl 
previously employed as a saleslady is now doing handcraft work with the 
-----
Emergency Relief Administration; the other girl who was previously employed 
I as a nursemaid is with the same organization as a club leader. 
From such comparison the feet appears that many senior-high-school 
1 graduates find employment of a high grade and remain for a long time in 
their original positions. 
I I 
' I 
I 
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Occupations en5aged in by withdrawals immediately following graduation 
in comparison with present employment. -Among the withdrawals from both 
junior and senior high school there has been a greater labor turnover and 
much more unemployment than among the graduates from senior high school 
(Table 23). However, fourteen girls are now doing work similar to that 
Table 23. Distribution of Occupations of Withdrawals. 
Withdrawals Following Each Occupation 
Occupations Immediately At the Present 
Following Withdrawal Time 
At home - - - - - - - - 15 4 
Mill operative- -
- - -
6 
Housewife - - -
- - - -
2 
Relief worker - -
- - -
2 
Mother's helper -
- - -
1 
Mill operative- -
- - -
5 3 
Housewife - - -
- - - -
2 
Mother's helper - - - - 5 2 
Housewife - - - - - - - 1 
Power-machine operator- 1 
Paper-factory worker- - 1 
School '-
- - - - - - - -
4 3 
At home-
- - - - - - - -
1 
Saleslady-
- - - - - - -
1 1 
Office clerk 
- - - - - -
1 
Mill operative 
- - - - -
1 
Grocery clerk-
- - - - -
1 1 
No data - - ------ 5 5 
Total 37 37 
!43 
I 
I 
! 
' 
i 
I 
' 
' 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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which they did on leaving school. Of this number four girls are at home, 
three are employed in textile mills, three are at school, two are working 
as mothers' helpers, one is employed as a clerk in a grocer,y store, and one 
is a saleslady. The three girls who are employed in the textile mills went 
to work the week after withdrawing from school and have continued to work 
as spinners. 
or the group of fifteen withdrawals who stayed at home after withdraw-
ing from junior or senior high school, six girls obtained positions in the 
textile industry, four are at home, two have been married and are housekeep-
ing in their own homes, two have been taken on by the Emergency Relief Ad-
ministration (as power-machine workers), and one is a mother's helper. 
Of the five girls who left to be employed as mothers' helpers, one girl 
is a housewife in her own home. Two are now employed as mothers' helpers. 
One is employed as a paper-box maker and one is employed as a power-machine 
operator. All report irregular employment. 
The girl who left to be an office clerk at the time of junior-high-
school graduation, stayed at this position for two months. After time spent 
at home, she found employment in a textile mill. 
The five girls who are housekeeping in their own homes deserve a great 
deal of credit. Each girl, with a very limited income and a small child to 
care for, is applying to her everyday problems the knowledge gained in the 
!home-making courses of the junior high school. 
culties in a noble fashion! 
Each is meeting her diffi-
j 
I 
Intelligence and occupation. - Regardless of the intelligence quotients I 
I 
I 
I 
involved, this study shows that certain lines of work are open to senior-
high-school graduates only (Table 24). The withdrawals with high intelli-
I 
I 
! 
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Table 24. Distribution of Intelligence ~uotients together with the 
Present Occupation of Each Girl. 
Intelligence 
Quotients 
Occupations 
of 
Graduates 
Occupations 
of 
Withdrawals 
125 - 129 - - Office - - -3 At home - - 1 Mill- - 1 Housewife - - 1 
Doctor's assistant - - - 1 
120 - 124 - - At home- - -1 
115 - 119 - - Mill - - - -2 Saleslady - 2 
Office - - -1 At school - 1 
E. R. A. - - - - - - - - 1 
110 - 114 - - E. R. A. - -2 Office - - -1 
Telephone operator - - - 1 
105 - 109 - - Office - - -3 At school - 1 
Power-machine worker - - 1 
100 - 104 - - At school - 3 Office - - -1 
E. R. A. - -1 At home - - 1 
Mill-
- 1 Moved - - - - 1 
E. R. A. - -1 At home - - - 1 
Saleslady - 1 At school - - 1 
Mill - - - -2 Housewife - - 2 
No data - - - - - - - - - -2 
Mill - - - -2 Mother's help-
Clerk - - - 1 er - - - - -2 
At school - - - - - - - - -1 
Power-machine operator - - 1 
No data - - - - - - - - - -1 
95 - 99 - - Saleslady - 1 At home - - 1 At home - - 3 Housewife - - 1 
Paper-factory worker - - - 1 
Mill - - - 1 E. R. A. - - -1 
MOther's helper - - - - - -1 
No data - - - - - - - - - -1 
90 - 94 - - At home - - 3 Office - - -2 At home - - 1 At school - - 1 
85 - 89 - - Mill - - - -1 Saleslady - 1 Mill - - - -3 Housewife - - 1 
At home - - - - - - - - -1 
gence quotients did not at any time during their five years of varied em-
ployment substitute for senior-high-school work their ability and experience 
No girl who did not graduate from the senior high school had a chance to 
!enter upon an office position, although the table shows that two senior-
high-school graduates with intelligence quotients in the 90 to 94 per cent 
classification were placed in office positions. On the other hand, the 
I 
I 
/I 
I 
I 
graduates in the higher classifications of intelligence have been placed in I 
I 
'office positions which carry with them a certain degree of responsibility. 
., 
I 
I 
il 
•I 
il 
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Senior-high-school marks and present location of graduates. - The 
l1shows all or the girls in the three highest classifications to be at work. 
I 
From this fact the assumption may be made that honors (marks of 80 per cent 
or higher) assist senior-high-school girls in getting their positions. How- i 
,, 
!lever, from a study of each girl's personal qualities, such as her initiative 
J! 
I· 
i'her resourcefulness, end her ability to get along well with others, one 
j: 
1!i'inds that each girl is characterized by all three. Finally then, the con-
i! 
I' 
i'clusion may be drawn that although the honor students in this group were 
i:able to secure steady poai tiona, they may have been placed because of their 
iperaonality traits and not because of their marks (Table 25). 
I. 
'i 
I 
, 
I ,, 
80 - 84 -
75 - 79 
70 - 74 - - -
Present Occupations 
of 
gency Relief Administration Should provide jobs attractive to senior-high-
I 
I 
---n----.:.============="=--------::-==="-=="-c::::-::-c-__ :- -===-="--=" __ :_·-====="·"·:==: ="--==-= _"- _--
l!in interviewing these girls may be of interest. The mill worker has more 
---------- !:4?- - -- ---
--Jr- ---------
i 
il 
1: friends in this mill than she has in the business section of the city. 11 For /I 
I• 
II II 
The other honor student chose Emergency Relief work because the I 
!!this reason she is hoping to be placed at some later date in the office or 
II 
!, this mill. 
;i I I !I 
:i job would net her weekly more money 
i' 
than would a beginner's job in en office.lj 
!I 
I' 
·I li She has a definite home obligation. ,,
,; 
ii 
The positions filled by girls in the other classifications vary. \\ With ii 
,, 
)1 eight girls listed as "at home", 21 per cent or the graduates are not em- ii 
lljployed; 7g per cent are at work. li I! 
[[ Graduates in the higher distributions both of intelligence end of school! 
II t! 
!'marks find leas difficulty in getting desirable positions than do those in 1 
II I' ,I 
lithe lower distributions. 
Marks obtained while in junior and senior high school together with ll 
!i 
11present occupation of withdrawals. - In this study no comparisons can be Ji 
ji drawn between the posi tiona obtained by the. graduates who had certain school li 
1: lj 
iimarks and the positions obtained by the withdrawals. All withdrawals did ij 
I' rll ,!not attend high school. However, a study of grades obtained by the with- .
!: drawals ror the time they were enrolled in junior end senior high school I 
I 
I 
:. and a consideration or their present line of work may be made (Table 26). JJ 
i) II 
!t At the time the girls were interviewed, no one in the three upper olassi-:-
1/' 
f. f'ications was "at home"; but these girls were employed in lines or work simi~~ 
,lar to those in which the girls in the other classifications were at work. I 
I I 
!The housewives were in the second, third, fourth, and sixth distributions. ) 
I I 
:The five "at homes" were in the three lower distributions. jl 
Again the statement may be made that withdrawals are employed in indus- :1 
:try and in housework, while the graduates for the most part find employinent 
--------- -- ---··---
_________ ,c-~·=-=·-=-··=----:-_::··:.:.· -=- -· -----------~--------------··-· --· 
:I (; I 
:i of a higher grade. II l ,I 
,, !,'[' li 
i,IJ Table 26. Distribution of Marks Obtained by the Withdrawals while J!l! 
in_ High School together with their Present Occupations. 
I~J II 
il ji==========r===========================d' il 
1 :1 
I :1 I! Present Occupations '' 
II :1 i: High School of 1, 
i Marks Withdrawals 11 
1: _________ +------------...,..--------------1 II 
i 
:I 
ii 
<I 
I 
i ji 
!'i 
I' 
li 
ji ,, 
I[ 
i' !I 
II 
ll 
II 
85 - 89 
80 - 84 -
75 - 79 
70 - 74 - - -
65 - 69 
60 - 64 -
At school - - - - 1 
Housewife - - - - - - - 1 
Mother's helper 1 
Mill worker - - 4 
Housewife - - - 1 
Paper-faotor,y worker - -1 
At home - - - - 4 
Mother's helper - 2 
At school - - - - - 1 
Grocery clerk - 1 
Mill worker - - - 4 
E. R. A. worker - 1 
Housewife - - - 1 
No data - -
Mill worker 
At school -
E. R. A. worker -
No data - -
- - 1 i 
- 11 I 
Housewife - 2/1 
Saleslady - - - - - 1li 
Mill worker - - - - - - - - 1 11 
Power-machine worker - - - -1 iJ 
At home - - - - - 1 ! · 
No data - - - - - - - 1 I 
1 ________________ ~~----------------------~-----------------------------: II !I 
I! :1 
1
1 
Location or the seventy-five girls being studied according to the len- )j 
I! I! I guage spoken in the home. - A girl usually feels that she has achieved sue- 'I 
:cess if e.1'ter high-school graduation she continues her schooling or secures !/ 
i ;j 
:a business position (Table 27). In this section a study has been made or theil 
!location of each "successful" girl together with the factor: language spoken ll 
::in her home. 11 
il 
In the group or twenty-one from homes where English is spoken, seventeen; 
I 
I 
"successful" placements have been made: ten girls are engaged in office work;! 
.tour are et school; two ere employed by the Emergency Relief Administration I 
:(club work); and one is in store work. Since graduating from senior high II il 
I[ 
school, two other girls in this group have done office work. They are now / i 
II 
-- _-:. .. r; -~.: :::::·-~-
li 
•· 
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Table 27. Distribution of the Location of Girls According to the 
Language Spoken in the Home. 
:1 ,, 
II 
'I 
:i Jr========;=============r===========:l! 
I· Location Location 
I !I 
1: Languages of of il 
I! Goosdustes Wl thdrawsla II 
jl English - - - Office - - 10 At school - 4 Mill - - - - 3 At school - 2 il 
I
I; At home - - 3 E. R. A. - -2 Housewife - -2 At home ... - 1 i 
Mill - - - -1 Store - 1 Underwear factory - - - - -1 \ 
II Portuguese - - At home - - 4 Store - 1 Mill - - - - 5 At home - - 4 : 
if Doctor's office - - ... 1 Housewife - -3 Housework - 2 il 
1 I E. R. A. - - 2 Store - - - 1 I, 
r~ Paper-box factory - ... - - -1 11 
I No data - - - - - - - - - -4 1 
:, 
I 
French 
Hebrew -
- - Mill - - - -2 Store - - - 1 Mill - - - - 1 At school - 1 :1 
Telephone office - - - - -1 Housework - - - - - - - - -1 J
1 
- Office - - -1 E. R. A. - -1 ii 
Underwear factory - - - - 1 11 
Polish---- E. R. A.- -1 Store 1 Mill---- 1 Store--- 1!1 
No data--------- -li 
Norwegian At school - 1 I 
_____ r_t_al __ i_a_n_-----~A-t __ h_o_m_e_-__ -__ 1____________ ~------------------------~ 
i' ~~ 
I, 
at home. 
I From the Portuguese group two graduates have been "successfully" 
I~ 
il li 
II 
tr 
placed. For a time two of the graduates from the group who are now at home II 
:I 
were in office positions. 
Among the graduates coming from the French group, two out of the four 
i'girls have been placed in places of business. 
Steady positions with business fir.ms were filled by four of the girls 
i; 
il 
II 
It 1: il 
II 
!I 
'I 
!I 
I' 
i, who came from homes where Hebrew, Polish, or Norwegian was the language spo- 1l 
I: p 
! +\ 
lrken. The Italian girl with a low scholarship mark has made a poor adjust-
'ment. She has had two office positions, but at present is not at work. 
I 
" ii II I, 
I! 
I 
,j 
i 
d 
'! 
ii 
li 
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[i 
The girls who are continuing school are distributed as follows: English li 
. ti 
four girls; Norwegian - one girl. ;,,'I! 
Twenty-five girls of' the total group of' thirty-eight graduates have 
II 
Ji-
I 
the high-school graduate's idea of JJ 
l 
!been ~successfully" placed, according to 
I 
!success. Of the group of' thirteen girls not located with business firms, 
lrour are from the English group. The other eleven girls are from homes 
I !:where a foreign language is spoken. 
// From such a study it appears that the speaking of a foreign language 
II 
l!may be associated with a girl's inability to qualify as an office worker. 
:\ 
II 
II 
I [!Bi-lingualism may handicap a girl in expressing herself' in English. 
~ t 
II 
i 
I However,! 
!:by referring to the senior-high-school marks received by the high-school 
/i 
I; 
!'graduates who were not "sucoessf'ully" placed, the f'aot appears that six of 
I 
" 
i:the girls had marks in senior-high-school which averaged below 75 per cent. 
,' 
il 
\,Therefore, the conclusion is reached that a "successful~ occupational ad-
ii 
/ijustment may be very closely associated with those rectors 
II 
[:school work and bi-lingualism may be one of' the factors. 
[ i Only five at the withdrawals have been "sue ce s sful". 
f:girls are at school and two are in store service. 
which affect 
Three of' these 
ii !I 
'· 
Occupation of father and the present location of each girl. - From a 
!: 
!!study of the location of the graduates and wi thdrawala according to the 
classification of the father's work, it was found that the fathers of "sue-
· cesstul" graduates were engaged in different types of work (Table 28), The 
two withdrawals in store service reported that their fathers were unskilled 
! 
I 
il 
il 
!I 
I' !I ,, 
I! 
I' 
I 
ii 
ll 
!! 
I' 
,, 
'I 
li 
ii 
workers. The occupations ot: the other girls were distributed among the li 
different classifications. 
I: 
!: 
II 
I 
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Such findings lead to the conclusion that the occupational adjustment 
I 
i of' a girl is not infiuenced by the type or work done by her parent. On the 
I 
if llother hand, some significance should be attached to the f'act that the daugh- 1 
1iters of the professional men are still in school and the daughters of those 
II 
II 
i!engaged in personal service are not at work. However, because there are 
il 
l:only a few girls in these two groups, en appraisal of the importance of such 
!I 
II j'findings is difficult. 
I II !I 
II 
t: 
II 
'I j, 
I ~ 
I 
Table 28. Distribution of' the Occupations of the Fathers and the 
Location of the Girls. · 
:: !I 
1
, Classification 
of 
Location 
of' 
Graduates 
Location 
of 
Withdrawals !Father's Occupation I I 1,~! -------------r------------------+--------------------
! Unskilled - - - - Office - - -5 Mill - - - -2 Mill - - - -3 Housewife - -2 i 
E. R. A. - -2 At school - 1 At home - - 2 Factory - - -2 
At home - - 1 Store - - - 1 Housework - 1 Store - - - -2 
!Exchange - -1 Factory - - 1 No data - - 1 f' 
~actor's office - - - - - 1 
Skilled - - - - - ptfice - - -3 At home - - 2 Mill - - - -2 Housework - -1 j 
Store - - - 2 At school - l At home - - 1 E. R. A. - - 1 i. 
Mill - - - -1 E. R. A. - -1 Housewife - 1 No data - - -1 '' 
Trade - - - - - - Office - - -1 At home - - 1 Housewife - 2 Mill - - - - 1 1 
E. R. A. - -1 At school - 1 E. R. A. - - 1 1 
No data - - 1 i1 
1: 
il 
II 
'11 Transportation - IAt school - 1 At home -
1/
j jA' 
t' 
- 1 Mill - - - -1 I 
I 
home - - -1 I 
~tore - - - 1 
1 ~1, Miscellaneous - - Pffice - - -2 At home - - 1 Housework - 2 At No data - - 1 1! 
i! Personal service -At home - - 2 At home - - 1 No data - - -2 i) 
'i Pro:t'essional - - -A.t school - 1 At school - 2 I, 
:; Public service - -IA.t school - 1 At home - - 1 \1 
;..,..____! --!--. __ ___._ _____ ) 
~ I 
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2. Summary 
To determine what factors are associated with job placement, the seven-
i.ty-five girls were studied from the following standpoints: employment at the 
,I 
'I 
!i time of graduation or at the time of withdrawal, intelligence, junior-high-
1 j: 
;,and senior-high-school marks, language spoken in the home, and father's oc-
li 
, cupation. 
i, 
From the findings it appears that senior-high-school graduates remain 
li 
for a long period of time in their original positions, while the withdrawals i 
I 
' ;1 experience irregular employment. II II 
Apparently many withdrawals are employed in industry and at housework li 
,I 
I' 
• while the graduates find employment in mercantile pursuits. II 
Graduates in the higher classifications both of intelligence and of 
1ischool mo.rks find less difficulty in getting employment than do those in the I 
\ower distributions. 
,, 
ii 
I Successful placement depends more upon an adequate preparation than 
i ~ 
I 
I I, 
:i 
!i 
the fact that English is spoken in the home. 
'I 
CHA.PI'ER VI 
SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. Summary 
Situation. - In june 1931, seventy-five girls graduated from junior 
high school. After graduation seventeen girls withdrew. Of the fifty-
eight girls who went on to senior high school, six were retarded one semes-
ter; thirty-two were graduated on time. Only 50 per cent or this group of 
junior-high-school graduates persisted through senior hign school. 
Problem. -From the foregoing it is evident that one of the outstand-
ing problems in the junior high school is the high rate of withdrawal among 
the pupils. An interpretation or the causes or this problem leads one to 
seek a solution through the following questions: 
What factors caused 50 per cent of these girls to withdraw 
before senior-high-school graduation? 
What factors influenced 50 per cent of these girls to per-
sist? 
Were factors present which influenced the schooling of these 
girls? 
Were factors found in the school situation which influenced 
persistence or withdrawal? 
Were certain factors present in the home environment of the 
group which caused a withdrawing among so many girls? 
Did placement among the withdrawals and the graduates depend 
upon any factors found in studying the pupil, the school, or the 
environment? 
- 53 -
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~~ Discussion. -What factors caused 50 per cent of these girls to with- 1 
draw before senior-high-school graduation? What factors influenced 50 per 
cent of these girls to persist? 
To determine what factors are associated with school persistence, 
these seventy-five girls were first studied from the following standpoints: 
chronological age, nativity, nationality, intelligence, mental-age, positioni 
of the girl in the family, and educational plans when graduated fran junior 
high school. 
From the findings it appears that school persistence characterizes 
girls who are of average age or younger at the time of graduation from 
junior high school. Due to the fact that so few girls in the group were 
born outside the United States, the nativity of the individual can not be 
considered in this study. However, the family-nationalities represented re-
veal the Portuguese as having the greatest number of withdrawals and the 
English as having the greatest number of graduates, a fact borne out in 
other studies of a similar nature. 
The mental-age at the time of graduation from junior high school is a 
factor in school persistence. Girls with mental ages above the normal for 
the group are.more likely to graduate than to withdraw. 
Then, too, the position in the family which the girl holds appears to 
i• 
I 
I 
be an influential factor in school continuance. A girl who is oldest in her: 
family or the only child in her family has the best chance to be a senior-
high-school graduate. 
Were factors found in the school environment which influenced persis-
tence or withdrawal? 
I 
I ,, 
To determine what school factors are associated with school persistence J: 
1: 
the seventy-five girls were studied from the following standpoints: junior- 1: 
' -~--~~--~ ------------------ ~ ------- -··-
.I 
1: 
i 
I' 
1: 
I 
II 
I ,, 55 
high- and senior-high-school marks, 
: """~="=-""'~:~===--'=:-=-==:==:c====---""'--'"""1:-~::_~·" 
mental-age and senior-high-school marks, 11 
statements made by graduates as their reasons for continuing school, in-
lterest and participation in school activities, statements made by withdraw-
:als as their reasons for withdrawal fran school, grades completed by the 
Lithdrawals, and age at the time of withdrawing. 
[ 
Senior-high-school marks as a whole are lower than the marks received 
I 
y both graduates and withdrawals while attending junior high school. Be-
1cause school marks are associated with both interest and purpose, they may 
retermine the degree of persistency in school·continuence. 
~ge P:::::::o:~ow that school progress fulfills the expectancy of the mental-! 
I The desire tor self-improvement is a factor in school persistence. 
School withdrawal results because of a feeling of financial need or because 
bra dislike for school. Most ot the withdrawing occurs around the six-
J 
teenth birthday either at the time of graduation from junior high school or I , 
during the first semester of senior high school. 
l Were certain factors present in the home environment of the group which aused a withdrawing among so many girls? 
I That one may discover What factors in the home environment affect school; 
tersistence or withdrawal, the ssventy-fi ve girls were studied from the fol- 1
1
,! 
lowing standpoints: street address, father's occupation, birthplace of the , 
I 
r
arent, language spoken in the home, number of children in the fmnily, edu-
1 
ation received by older brothers and sisters, and attitude of the parent to-: 
I ! 
!ward withdrawing. 1: 
I From the findings it eppears that 45 per cant of the total number or 
•cc~J .::u:t::c co: -.. from those di etricts which are charaoterized by a high with-
==:H~---~------ -~--------------------- -------
drawal rate. However, the greater the amount of education received by the 1 
I 
older members of the f~ily, the better the chance for these younger mem- 11 
bars to persist. Likewise, children or large families have less chance to I 
finish school than do children in small families. In other words, in the 
homes of the senior-high-school graduates there exists a greater respect 
for education than is found in the homes of the withdrawals. II 
I' 
I 
I 
The speaking of any foreign language in the home is associated to some 
extent with the school persistence of the children in the home. In those 
homes where Portuguese is spoken, "language" or some factor associated with 
"languagen seems to be or tremendous significance. 
i 
or the races represented, the Portuguese favored school withdrawal more I 
I 
than any other group. Thus a conclusion may be drawn that the Portuguese 
people are largely responsible for the high withdrawal rate in the area 
served by the school. 
Did placement ~ong the withdrawals and the graduates depend upon any 
factors found in studying the pupil, the school, or the environment? 
To determine what factors affect job placement, the girls were studied 
from the following standpoints: employment at the time of graduation or at 
the time or withdrawing, intelligence, junior-high- and senior-high-school 
! 
marks, language spoken in the home, and father's occupation. 
From the findings it appears that senior-high-school graduates remain 
for a long period of time in their original positions, while the withdraw- .. 
ala experience irregular employment. li 
1 
Apparently many withdrawals are employed in industry end at housework, I 
II while the graduates find employment in mercantile pursuits. I 
II 
-- -- _ll 
Graduates in the higher distributions both of intelligence and of 
--- ~---lr 
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school marks find less difficulty in getting employment than do those in 
I 
the lower distributions. Successful placement depends more upon an adequate: 
', 
preparation than upon the fact that Englis~ is spoken in the home. 
2. Recommendations 
To meet the situation the following recommendations are made: 
Cooperation with social agencies. -Workers in the many different so-
I 
I 
I 
II' cial organizations are to-day actively interested in the varied programs 
However, they should ~~ 
,f progress one more step! They should aot to prevent a greater number of boys/' 
being provided for the recreation of the unemployed. 
and girls frcm joining the ranks of the unemployed by discussing the advan-1!, 
tages or continued schooling with the parents whom they serve, and by ac- -
quainting the school with cases where home situations, if not remedied, will/: 
result in withdrawal. 
Home visits. - A home visit should be made for each pupil shortly af-
ter the pupil enters the first year of junior high school. The visit shouldlt 
1: 
be made at a time when parents end pupil are present. Of especial value -
will be the visit to the homes of those pupils whose older brothers and 
sisters have had a very limited amount of schooling. During each visit the li 
parents should be given an opportunity to discuss their child's education 
end to understand the varied opportunities offered by the local school sys-
tem. 
Before a new semester begins, visits should be made to the homes of 
all those withdrawals who would profit by returning to the junior high 
school. Thus will those pupils who wish to return to school be encouraged 
to do so. 
I: 
If 
1: 
li 
I· 
li 
I ~ 
I li 
1: 
I 
Home visits should be made whenever there is need for co-operation be-
tween the school and the home and should be made to assist in the solution 
of problema concerning scholarship, school withdrawals, health, course 
choices, possible evening school attendance, and direct welfare. 
Better adaptation or subject matter end of teaching procedures. - "If 
the secondary school is to function in the lives of boys and girls of vary-
ing abilities, interests, and purposes, it will need to readjust ita prin-
];/ 
i 
" j 
I 
oiples, methods, curricula, and organizations to that end." It must otfer
1 
! 
not only a greater variety of courses and of subject matter, but also must 
allow for greater freedom in their election. Teaching methods must be adapt~ 
ed to the mental capacities of the group being served to stimulate and main-: 
tain interest and to insure the maximum. or accomplishment. The lack of 
courses offering shop work and the continuance of established curricula in I, 
1 the secondary schools restricts the activity of many girls and tends to lessl 
I 
1 en the holding power of the whole school. 
j 
I 
Educational guidance classes. - Facts discovered by the studies made in 1 
this thesis should be disseminated among pupils in grade 8 A. 
Although many girls give "financial need" as their reason for leaving I! 
school, only a few actual cases encounter difficulties any more urgent than ! 
do many graduates. 
While graduates often experience failure, they face their difficulties. 
If need be they repeat the subject or the semester's work. Unlike the with- j 
I 
drawal, they do not let themselves become indifferent to school continuance 
): 
1Jwarren w. Coxa, Appraisal of Secondary Education in New York State by 1 
Pupils and Former Pupils. Educational Monograph, No. l. Albany: New York 
State Teachers Association, 1932, 
-- ----·---- ------ ·-·~·---------------------------- ---- ----~----- ~ -
and seek the easiest wa~--~::-:;-: di~-:~~t--~i~u~ti:n. -~~ factor in the r---~~~~ 
inheritance or in the environment of the majority of girls seems to influ-
ence school persistence with the same degree of intensity as does the fact 
that the graduate seeks self-improvement through school activities, and by 
consistent endeavor holds to her purpose. 
I 
In 1935, before four months had elapsed after senior-high-school gradu-i 
! ation, all of the honor students in the graduating class were in their pre-
sent positions. Eight were located as office workers. No withdrawal had 
an opportunity to get ~place in an office. No withdrawal, even one with 
high marks_ while in senior high school, held a s~eady position in an office;! 
yet two graduates placed as office workers had low senior-high-school marks. I 
! 
An adequate preparation is needed for successful placement. 
Home-room period. - In the final analysis, however, it is in the home-
room period that the te~cher of the 8 A grade can most successfully foster 
school persistence. By taking time to understand her pupils she is able to i 
II: give them such guidance and information as will aid them in deciding to re-
I[ 
1: 
main in school and in making plans for their future. To her the choosing 
of the proper high-school course by pupils who are over-aged and mentally 
slow is equally important and she counsels them with the same degree of un-
derstanding. In this way the home-room teacher offsets any premature with- ! 
drawing due to improper course choosing or to an inability to achieve. In 
Ifact the home-room teacher of the 8 A grade may be one of the most important 1 
factors which affect the school persistence of high-school pupils and their 
I 
: 
later life adjustment. ' 
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APPENDIX 
I 
I 
I 
~"~""~"I+="'---""-"-~=-"""'-"""_"_ 
To obtain the data for this study, seventy 
girls were interviewed. Inquiry sheets were filled 
out in five small group meetings, end by means of 
twenty-nine home visits. Sample inquiry sheets -
the one answered by the graduates and that answered 
by the withdrawals - follow. 
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INQ.UIRY SHEET 
Answered b,y the Graduates 
Name Birthplace 
YOUR HOME 
Address Telephone 
Language spoken in your home 
Your position in the family - youngest? oldest? Where? 
How far along in school did your(mother go? (father go? 
Father's Birthplace 
MOther's Birthplace 
OLDER BROTHERS 
Occupation 
1. --------------------------------
2. ----------------------------------
3. ----------------------------------
OLDER SISTERS 
Occupation 
1. ----------------------------------------
2. ------------------------------------
3. ------------------------------------
Occupation 
Occupation 
Grade in school at time 
of leaving 
------------------------
Grade in school at time 
of leaving 
' 
I! 
=-c . .:.=o ~-=c= _ _::;__==-=--=.: -=-.:c=.==c==-=---=-- :o=:---=-=---=---=-=-~-==--- -===-.:o-:.:=:.. __ : =--·"'·-=---==-=- c -=--='· c=-=---'==-==:::=c_: .. 
I 
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--~ .. --·-· ----~------------~----
~--- --------~-------------
Check ( } the number which represents an older brother or an older sister 
who is not in the home. 
YOUNGER MEMBERS OF YOUR F .llMILY 
Occupation 
1. ------------------------------------
2. --------------------------------------
3. -----------------------------------
Grade in school at time 
o:f leaving 
How many o:f your brothers and sisters are too young to work? 
Did you, when you lett junior high school, intend to :finish high school? 
It not, why did you continua your schooling and :finish high school? 
What are you doing at the present time? 
It at school, what school? 
Why did you choose this particular school? 
If at present you are at work, what are you doing? 
I 
1 For how long a time have you been doing this? 
I 
liWhat did you do :for the :first month after leaving school? 
II 
liSince leaving school, what different kinds o:f work have you done? 
II 
II At what work did you remain the longest time? 
I 
IAt what work did you remain the next longest time? 
lor all the kinds o:f work whic~ you have done since leaving school, what did 
1 you like to do best? 
[Why is this so? 
I! 
! 
!since leaving school, what interest other than work have you had? 
i 
i I If you had your own way about work, what kind o:f job would you try to get? ~-
'I 
l1 Why do you think that you could do this work? 
II Since you have been out o:t school, what school v;ork have you used? Regular 1 
i I or other work? 
--II 
11 i It you were able to return to aohool, to what school work would you give 
! the most attention? 
I 
l1 Why is this so? 
1
1 What shop work would you choose? ,, 
lj What club aoti vi ty would you elect? II 
!' Next to going to the theatre, what do you like to do best? 
I I If you could do as you please, how would you spend your leisure time? 
!! Why do you choose this? 
1: What is the problem which is troubling you most? 
II 
'I 
'I 
I! 
,I ,, 
II II 
II 
I 
I 
li 
,I, 
li 
!! 
II ~~~-­
-r----~ 
i 
--j 
I, 
/1 Name 
II 
J, 
II 
!I 
II Address 
IDQ,UIRY SHEET 
Answered by the Withdrawals 
Birthplace 
YOUR HOME 
Telephone 
I Language spoken in your home 
I Your position in the frunily - youngest? oldest? 
I 
where? 
I How tar along in school did your<mother go? (father go? 
' 
J Father's Birthpl-ace 
II Mother's Birthplace 
If I· OLDER BROTHERS 
Occupation 
1. -----------------------------------
I 
i! 2. ---------------
!1 
11
3
• ---------------
'1 /. 
II 
I 
I 
OlDER SISTERS 
Occupation 
!Jl. ----------------------------,, 
li 2. --------------------
:1 
Occupation 
Occupation 
Grade in school at time 
of leaving 
Grade in school at time 
or leaving 
'i 3. 
____ jj __ -_ -----=--c------------·:-,--_:,-____ -___ -_ ----_-__ --------=~----::;:-----_--:_-_ _ -___ -_-_-_-__ -_-_-=_-=_-__ - _____ ~---
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I 
! Check ( } the number which represents an older brother or an older sister 
who is not in the home. 
'i 
!I 
" 'i
Occupation 
1. 
YOUNGER M:EMB.ERS OF YOUR F.AMILY 
Grade in school at time 
of leaving 
2. ---------------------
3. 
I How many of your brothers and sisters are too young to work? 
I How far along in school did your parents wish you to go? 
How far along did you really want to go? 
Did you really want to leave? 
Honestly why did you leave school? 
: 66 
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;J 
:I 
'I 
'I 
., 
i 
i 
I 
I 
II 
II 
! 
What offices did you hold or what honors did you receive during your school 1 
days? 
Did you while in school attend fairly regularly? 
If not, why ware you absent? 
What are you doing at the present time? 
For how long a time have you been doing this? 
il 
What did you do for the first month after leaving school? 
I Since leaving school, what different kinds of work have you done? 
At what work did you remain the longest time? 
i At what work did you remain the next longest time? 
,i 
1: For how long a time were you on each of these jobs? 
I Of all the kinds of work which you have done since leaving school, what 
did you like td do the best? 
Why is this so? 
I Since leaving school, what interest other than work have you had? 
:I 
- - -~-- ~-.--
-· .. - ------------ - . --- -
If you had your own way about work, what kind of job would you try to get? 
Why do you think that you could do this work? 
Since you have been out of school, what school work have you used? 
or other work? 
Regular! 
! 
If you were able to return to school, to what school work would you give 
the most attention? 
Why is this so? 
What shop work would you choose? 
What club activity would you elect? 
Next to going to the theatre, what do you like to do best? 
If you could do as you please, how would you spend your leisure time? 
Why do you choose this? 
What is the problem which is troubling you most? 
--- - -· - -----
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